Assessment of Ontario's Geriatric Preventive Dentistry Program.
Ontario's Geriatric Preventive Dentistry Program (mandated under the Health Protection and Promotion Act) is assessed using the rational comprehensive approach. Policy options are examined, taking into account population characteristics, the nature of the health problem, current service delivery policy and resources, and barriers to access. Examining the 1974 Task Force recommendations, sets of draft guidelines issued in 1982, 1983, and 1984, and the revised 1985 guidelines as implemented, one can note changes in the benefits offered and in eligibility for coverage. The final program appears to be largely a symbolic policy response, which is unlikely to have major implications for either efficiency or community effectiveness. Implications of the current program, including the possibility it may be a precursor to more effective policies, are noted.